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Abstract:

Rural areas have substantial growth potential. There are great differences between rural
areas, which have intensified in the last decade between rural area from different places. In Romania, the
rural area represents about 90% of the country's surface, and the share of inhabitants in rural areas-among
the highest in Europe - amounts to 47.3% of the total population. The main purpose of this paper is to
emphasize the characteristics of the Romanian rural space, in terms of population, economic activities,
representative aspects as a whole, using for this purpose a summative analysis.

* Results and discussions

* The importance to be given to the issue of rural areas * Romania enjoys an important but unused development

was widely presented at the seminar on problems of

development and development of rural areas,
organized by the UNECE in Bulgaria, 1974.

Characteristics of the countryside

considered as a
basic function. it
manifests itselfin
the sense of
fulfilling some
commi tments of the
EU Member States
for guarantesing a
production system
that would ensure:

Analysis
No. f;:].;ntkf Characteristics
view:
Economic The economic configuration 18 agro-forestry-pastoral
and Production space in which the primary sectors are important
1 occupational [ Tom of ownership 15 pnvate family property
Non-agricultural achwibes occurin more densely populated areas. Services are lower
Alarge part of the population works in both sectors (productive and uvnproductive), agricultumal and
non-agnculivral
Demographic | Mbre airy, mor humanized areas
The population 1= relabvely homogeneous in terms of social features, suchas ethicity, language,
2 rlhigion, pohincs, philosophy, economic conception [3,6,11,13]
Better interpersonal relabonships
Better communityinvolvement
. | Landscape Beauty due to the natural structure, more airy landscape, flora and fauna
’ Qualibes of rural habitat: tranquility, peace, climate, fresh air, soothing landscape, social calm
Lifestyle Existence of some rules, tradihons derved from local culture
4 Social and cultural life 15 a henitaee of humanity
Relationships between acquamntances and fnendships predominate
The Mohsal dependencies: the externalities generated by the urban are mostlyeconomic regarding the offer
relationship | of services and creation of new actvities and the exteralibies generated bythe rural are directed
.| between towards the urban
y rural and Increased trend of mipration from urban to rural amas of economically active people and pensioners
urban Recreation possibilines, due to the rural landscape with natural value, historical and architec tural
vestiges, founst objeciives
Development | The prnciple of conimuty and complementanty of agn-food activibies
policy Promoting economic and social cohesion
5 Dhversification and improvement of infrastructure, access to technologies
Increasmng the quality of life
Conservation and protection of the environment
Promoting spectfic culiure and tradibons
The functions of the countryside
No. Function Manifestation
Economic - Food needs of the entire population.

Ensuring an adequate level of income for rural inhabitants alevel
comparable to that of the liberal professions.

Protecting the environment and sustainabl e management of resources.

Meeting the needs of agricultural, industrial, artisanal or commercial SMEs
and in the field of services.

Conservation specific resources for agriculture and support biotechnology.

I

Ecological -
manifests itsel fin
the sense of
promoting actions
in the following
directions:

Conservation of the natural resources oflife - soil | water, air.

Protecting biotypes and green spaces.

Conservation and protection of biodiversity.

Protection of wald amimeals.

Socio-cultural - the
main goal of the
development of the
rural space isthe
realization and
improvement of the
life relations, by:

2]

Stumulation opportunities for better communicat on and constructive
collaboration between residents.

Possibilities for creating and notifving social and spatial relations.

Possibilities for community integration of all inhabitants.

Support for the sociall v disadvantaged.

Preparation for participati on in decisi on-making processes on issues of
cotnmon interest.

Stumulating creative activities towards artistic forms of expression.

Stimulating the sense of community, socability and jov.

Material and method

 The main purpose of this paper is to emphasize the
characteristics of the Romanian rural space, in terms
of population, economic activities, representative
aspects as a whole, using for this purpose a

c1immative analvcic

potential. Investments and competitiveness in Romania are
elements that need to be improved, in order to achieve an
acceleration of economic growth and ensure a convergence
of revenues with those in the EU.
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Figure 1. Population density in the country, by counties

The rural area plays an important role in the national context,
both in terms of its size and in terms of its residential,
economic and recreational function. The average population
density in rural areas has remained relatively constant over
the years (at about 45.1 inhabitants/km?).
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e Conclusions

* In Romania there are great differences in wealth,
opportunity, education, skills, health and, in many areas,
they have intensified in the last decade. In rural areas,
incomes are relatively low, compared to urban areas (503
euros/household in rural areas compared to 621
euros/household in urban areas). At the same time, the
share of incomes from agriculture represents 42% of
income total gross/household in rural areas, while wages
are currently around 26%.




